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ULTRASONIC ATTENUATION IN BINARY ALLOYS
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An attempt was made to study the ultrasonic attenuation in Cu-Zn,
Ag-Cd, Ag—Mg and Ag-Zn alloys, dne to phonon-phonon interaction at
300 K. The Morse potential was used to evaluate the second and third order
elastic constants. How far the neighbouring atoms are effective and con-
tributing to ultrasonic attenuation was studied. It is concluded that most
of the ultrasonic attenuation is covered by the atoms from 1st to 8th shell.
The contribution to ultrasonic attenuation due to 9th shell to 12th shell is
very small. It is also concluded that alloys behave more or less in the same
manner as metals.

PACS numbers: 62.20.Dc, 62.65.+k, 62.80.+f

1. Introduction

Ultrasonics is a versatile tool for studying the properties of solids [1], liq-
uids [2] and liquid crystals [3]. Extensive study has been made by us in solids,
liquids, and liquid crystals [4-6].

Several potentials [7-9] have been used to study the second order elastic
constants (SOEC) and third order elastic constants (TOEC) and subsequently the
ultrasonic attenuation due to phonon-phonon (p-p) interaction at higher tem-
perature and due to electron-phonon (e-p) interaction below 80 K. The Morse
potential explains most of the physical properties in metals, although there are
better and accurate methods [10] to study the SOEC and TOEC. The Morse po-
tential with some approximation has several advantages, although it is true that
the effective pair potential is not so simple as the Morse potential for the study of
physical properties of metallic crystals. The advantages of using Morse potential
being, very simple, its overall quantitative agreement between theoretical and ex-
perimental results are good and give definite idea about the interaction of atoms
in different shells and also that the different Morse parameters are obtained from
the experimental values of lattice parameter, bulk modulus and cohesive energy
and thus the results are reliable.

With minor modifications the Morse potential is quite useful in describing
the properties of metallic solid solutions [ΙΙ]. The binary alloys are usually treated
by the quasi-chemical approach. Here, we have used the simple average Morse
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Here SA and SB are sublimation energies of A and B [12], Χ B is the atomic
fraction of B in the alloy ΑΒ, ΔΗ is the heat of mixing [13], and a0 is the lattice
parameter [14].

492 S.K. Kor' G. Pandey

potential φ(r), by which the interaction between any atoms in the alloy may be
represented. The potential is obviously fictitious and is given the name virtual
Morse potential (VMP) [11]. The parameters in VMP are determined as given
above, in the same manner as the usual Morse potential.

In the present study, VMP was used to evaluate SOEC and TOEC and the
contribution of different shells to it and then evaluation of ultrasonic attenuation
at 300 K due to p—p interaction in several alloys viz. Cu-Zn, Ag-Mg, Ag-Cd
and Ag-Zn, is made, for different composition of one metal into the other. A
consideration was made for phase transition of different mixtures studied.

2. Theory

2.1. Determination of virtual Morse potential parameters

The interaction energy according to VMP is given by

Here D, α, r0 are VMP parameters: D = φ(r0) is a cohesive energy or sublimation
energy at zero pressure and temperature, α is a constant with dimensions of recip-
rocal distance, which depends on the hardness of the potential, r0 is the distance of
i-th atom from the origin (0,0,0), and ni is the distance between any two atoms in
the alloy. These parameters at each alloy composition can be determined using the
following conditions/equations. The total energy of a crystal containing N atoms
is given by

Here B is a bulk modulus [12].

2.2. Elastic constants

The α-phase of the alloys studied are examples of face centered cubic (fcc)
crystals. For a cubic crystal, there are three independent SOEC (C11, C12, C44)
and six independent TOEC (C111, C112, C123, C456, C144, Ca66). The expression for
SOEC's is as follows:
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where β = e r0 and rj = [m2j + n2j + l ] 1 / 2 α = Mja and V0 is the volume of fcc
lattice.

The expressions for C12 and C44 are obtained by replacing m1 by m2j n^ .
The expression for TOEC's is as follows:

The expressions for C112 and C166 are obtained by replacing m by ml n? and
C123, C456 and C144 are obtained by replacing 	 by m2jn2j l 2j in all the summations.

Here D is the dissociation energy, α is a parameter related to the hardness of
the potential, r0 is the separation of atoms from minimum potential, they are all
Morse potential parameters which are determined from the experimental values of
lattice parameter (α0), bulk modulus (B) and cohesive energy (E).

2.3. Ultrasonic attenuation due to p-p interaction

Akhieser [15] first proposed the ultrasonic attenuation due to p-p interaction,
which was modified by Bömmel and Dransfeld [16] and finally by Mason [17].
Presently we have used the modified form of Mason [17] which is used [5, 18] for
determining (α/ f 2 ) I and (α/ f 2)s for longitudinal and shear waves respectively,
using non-linearity constant which is related to Grüneisen constant, which in turn
is related to SOEC and TOEC.

3. Evaluation

Using known experimental values of lattice parameter [14], bulk modulus [12]
and cohesive energy [12], D, α, and r0 are calculated using a small computer pro-
gram developed by us. These values of D, α and r0 (Table I) were used to evaluate
SOEC and TOEC for different shells, starting from 1st shell to 12th shell. The
SOEC and TOEC thus evaluated are then used to obtain Gruneisen constants
and finally the ultrasonic attenuation [4, 18].
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• 4. Results and discussion

The SOEC and TOEC are evaluated for atoms from 1st shell to 12th shell
and large amount of data are obtained. Some of the results are presented here. For
Cu—Zn and Ag-Cd, C11 and C12 for interaction of atoms for up to 6, 8, 10, and
12 shells are presented in Table II along with the experimental values [11]. It is
clear that the results are in good agreement showing the validity of the work. For
Ag-Mg and Ag—Zn the C11 and C44 values are presented in Table III along with
the experimental values [11], showing good agreement.

Table IV presents all the values of ultrasonic attenuation evaluated in the
present work for different compositions of one alloying metal into the other. Al-
though no experimental values of ultrasonic attenuation are available, we tried to

• justify our work by extrapolating the results, so as to obtain the ultrasonic atten-
uation in pure Cu and the value so obtained is compared with the experimental
value available [19]. The result is in very good agreement and it may be concluded
that the method applied is reliable.
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5. Conclusions

The following conclusions may be drawn from the present study:
(1) The elastic constants obtained are in good agreement with available

experimental values.
(2) Ultrasonic attenuation is dependent on the number of atoms in a shell

• and on the distances of atoms from the central atom.
(3) The ultrasonic attenuation is dependent on tne number of shells included

in the evaluation.
(4) The contribution to ultrasonic attenuation due to interaction of atoms

above 8th shell is very small but not negligible.
(5) Alloys behave more or less in the same manner as the metals.
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(6) The method applied may not be so rigorous as other methods, but the
method is simple and the results obtained are satisfactory. The method also gives a
clear physical picture of contribution to ultrasonic attenuation by different shells.
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