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Preface

- The Jabtonski Centennial Conference on Luminescence and Photophysics
was held on the campus of Nicholas Copernicus University in Torui (Poland) from
July 23rd to July 27th, 1998 to commemorate the 100th anniversary of the birth of
Aleksander Jablonski (1898 1980), one of the pioneers of molecular photophysics.

The Conference program covered a wide range of subjects emphasizing the
physical processes associated with luminescence phenomena in liquids, vapors,
and bulk solids. The topics included photoluminescence in liquids and solids, spec-
troscopy of excited states, excitation energy transfer, polarization of luminescence,
ultrafast and coherent processes, photophysical effects, and biophysical applica-
tions.

The Conference was attended by 220 scientists and 33 accompanying persons
from 28 countries. Its format included 13 Invited Plenary Lectures, 210 contributed
papers presented in two Poster Sessions and three Panel Discussions initiated by
the Keynote Lectures. The list of invited talks and chairmen of the panel discus-
sions were suggested by the International Program Committee, with partlcular
emphasis on newly emerging results and techniques.

On July 26th the important event took place, when the annual International
Jabloniski Award was given to Professor Michael Kasha. The Award conceived
in commemoration of Professor Aleksander Jabloriski, recognizes the outstanding
fundamental accomplishments in fluorescence spectroscopy. On July 27th, Profes-
sor Michael Kasha delivered a special Award Lecture.

These Proceedings contain the full-length text of 10 invited lectures and one
of the Keynote Lectures for the Panel Discussions. Some of the papers presented
during the Poster Sessions will be published in a special issue of the Journal of
Fluorescence and in several forthcoming issues of Acta Physica Polonica A.

We would like to thank many people who helped in organizing the Confer-
ence, especially the members of the International Programme Committee, Local
Organizing Committee and the members of the staff of the Institute of Physics
 of Nicholas Copernicus University who were involved in the organization of the
Conference. Special thanks are due to the invited speakers and chairmen of Panel
Discussions for their unique contributions to the success of the meeting and for
their cooperation in completing these Proceedings.
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