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Preface

Twenty six years ago the first "Jaszowiec" semiconductor .meeting was held.
It was a joint initiative of Professors Witold Giriat and Jerzy Mycielski with a
great help of Professors Józef Żmija and Wiesław Wardzyński. The first semi-
nar was small and aimed at a fairly small group of Polish scientists interested in
physics and technology of II–VI compounds, one of the mainstream activities of
the Polish semiconductor community at that time. The language of the meeting
was Polish. The key reason of the popularity of the "Jaszowiec" conferences, which
grew steadily with the times, was its format. Since the very first meeting it was a
blend of high level overviews on current issues in semiconductor physics and the
presentations of the most interesting original scientific results coming out from
Polish research laboratories. But it was not everything. Jaszowiec is a somewhat
secluded place in the Polish Beskidy mountains. A picturesque green valley, with
a nice creek, creates a tranquillising atmosphere for a meeting. A relaxed schedule
(middle of the day has always been left free for leisure trekking and wandering
through the woods) also helped to initiate stronger links between the participants.
Openness and friendly, albeit highly critical, discussions have always been land-
marks of the meeting. Such a creative atmosphere has not only been a characteristic
feature of "Jaszowiec" meetings, but followed the path set by Professor Leonard
Sosnowski — our teacher and founder of the Polish semiconductor physics group.

Ιn 1980 we (the meeting is being run by a group of "seniors" who elect a
chairman every year who takes care of everyday business related to the organization
of the meeting) decided to make our meeting more international by introducing
English as the working language of the meeting (all presentations and proceedings
are in English, exclusively). A direct consequence was the invitation of top foreign
colleagues to deliver invited presentations. Through all these years a number of
the review talks reached 300, with about a third presented by foreign colleagues,
while a total number of original papers presented either in an oral or a poster form
exceeded 3000. The invited talks and selected papers are being published in the
proceedings hosted by Αcta Physica Polonica Α.

The last big change in the format of the "Jaszowiec" meetings occurred four
years ago. Dr. Perła Kacman suggested supplementing the main meeting with a
dedicated tutorial session consisting of 5-6 extended lectures on semiconductor
principles thought as a gateway to modern semiconductor physics. This pre-school
session was nicknamed a "semiconductor kindergarten", partly because it was ad-
dressed to the youngest members of our community. Her efforts and dedication
resulted not only in preparing superb scientific programs, but first of all in col-
lecting ample funds which allowed coverage of the participation costs for a large
number of the young participants (close to 400 in total) from several Central
European countries.



The number of participants grew with the times. To preserve a friendly and
personal atmosphere we were forced to limit a number of participants to about
200. Still we have had to use two hotels in Jaszowiec to meet the demand. One
is a traditional GWAREK, while the second KOLEJARZ, where all sessions take
place. Most friendly staff of the two hotels added significantly to the success of
the meeting. The organization is being taken care of by a group of technical staff,
mostly from the Institute of Physics, Polish Academy of Sciences. Although this
group changes with time, one person — Mr. Ludwik Borg has been with us since
the first "Jaszowiec", assuring that the meeting runs smoothly (not so a trivial
task in the past).

The 25th "Jaszowiec" was, traditionally, organised by the Institute of Physics
of the Polish Academy of Sciences in Warsaw, Faculty of Physics of Warsaw Uni-
versity and the High Pressure Research Centre of the Polish Academy of Sciences
in Warsaw. One of the costs of the increasing popularíty was a very high rejec-
tion rate of submitted papers, reaching 40%. The papers submitted for the School
Proceedings were judged by a group of peer reviewers. The final acceptance of the
papers for publication was based solely on their recommendations. This and the
following issue of volume of Acta Physica Polonica A contain all submitted invited
talks and the original presentations which passed a refereeing procedure.

The main meeting was preceded by a Special Tutorial Session. This proved
again to be as popular event as the School itself. The Session was, as usual, organ-
ised in collaboration with the Foundation Pro Physica. The School and the Session
were possible only due to generous financial support of:

• Committee for Scientific Research,

• Ministry of National Education,

• Polish Academy of Sciences - Committee on Physics and Office of Interna-
tional Relations,

• EC Program Tempus-Tropous,

• Foundation of Polish-German Cooperation,

• Foundation Pro Physica.

The organisers are most grateful to all invited speakers, whose lectures formed a
backbone of the meeting. We would like also to thank all colleagues who agreed to
act as referees of the papers. Many of the papers to appear in these Proceedings
were significantly improved owing to their remarks and comments.

The School was attended by about 250 participants from Poland and abroad.
A smooth organization was possible thanks to a friendly cooperation of the staff
of both hotels hosting us. We take this opportunity to thank all the colleagues
who helped us at various stages of the conference preparation. In particular we
address our special thanks to U. Baranowska, L. Borg, B. Twaróg, B. Wieczorek
and K. Zatryb.
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