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We present a review of recent experimental and theoretical attempts
to realize and investigate Bose-Einstein condensation in systems of cooled
alkali atoms. We discuss a second quantized theory that describes quantum
optics of such systems. We study in detail: (a) the weak field scattering off the
condensate; and (b), the probing of the condensate with short 1aser pulses.
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1. Introduction

Fashion has been a very important motivation of people's activity in general,
and in science in particular. One such "scientific fashion" that came and went sev-
eral times during the last half of the century concerns Bose-Einstein condensation
(BEC). The most recent return of the BEC fashion deals with various systems
of trapped and cooled atoms [1]. Several experimental groups have attempted to
realize the BEC [2-4] in such systems. According to experimentalists [5], within
one year we should at least know whether the conditions for condensation are
experimentally accessible.

Independent of whether this goal is achieved or not, reliable methods must be
developed to detect and diagnose dense systems of very cold atoms. In particular,
the quantum statistical character of atoms as bosons or fermions may start to play
a crucial role under such conditions. For this reason, we tend to view the theory
that we describe below as a new area of quantum optics and atomic physics —
quantum field theory of aoms interacting with łighl, or, as some authors call it,
nonlinear aom optics [6]. So far the literature on the subject is not very large.
Refs. [7-11] deal with the problem of light scattering off a condensate. Lenz et al.
describe nonlinear quantum statistical effects in the propagation of atomic waves.
Cirac et al. [12] study cooling processes in very small traps that lead to an infinite
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sequence of condensations. In contrast, note the number of papers accepted by or
submítted to Physical Review Letters in this year!

The present paper has the character of review and is organized as follows.
First, in Sec. 2, we outline some basic facts about Bose-Einstein condensation.
Then, in Sec. 3 we describe various experiments attempting to achieve BEC. In
Sec. 4 we focus on experiments on cold alkali atoms in traps. We present basically
"the view from JILA" and describe experiments being done there [13]. In Sec. 5
we introduce the quantum optics of BEC and explain its goals and tasks. Section 6
contains a short discussion of the regimes of parameters accessible experimentally.

InSec. 7 we describe the second quantized theory of a system of cold atoms in a
trap. Finally, in Secs. 8 and 9 we discuss two examples of scattering processes off
such a system: weak field scattering [11], and scattering of short, but intense laser
pulses [10]. We conclude in Sec. 10.

2. Bose-Einstein condensation

The aim of this-section is to remind the reader of basics of the theory of BEC.
We base our discussion on the seminal paper by de Groot et al. [14]. Let us consider
a system of non-interacting particles (bosons) of mass Μ in a box. Assume that
the system is in thermal equilibrium with its surroundings. According to general
laws of statistical mechanics, the state of the system can then be described by the
Bose-Einstein distribution (BED),

Ni = N(Εi) denotes here the mean number of particles occupying the state of
energy Ei , kB is the Boltzmann constant, and Τ is temperature. For simplicity, we
assume that the (nondegenerate) ground state energy Ε0 is zero. z denotes the,
so called, fugacity, and is related to the chemical potential μ ≤ 0 via the relation
z = exp(μ/kBΤ). There is an additional constraint in the system, due to the fact
that the number of particles in the box, N, is fixed. Therefore

Alternatively we may write the above equation as .

The latter equation maybe viewed as an equation determining the chemical  po-
tential μ (or fugacity z) as a function of Τ and N. For example, in a box of linear
size α the energies are

where i1, i2, i3 = 0, 1, 2, ... The corresponding plot of fuga city is shown in Fig. la.
It was Albert Einstein [15] who observed in 1925 interesting properties of

this system in the thermodynamic limit as Ν and a tend to infinity, such that
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the particle density n = N/α 3 remains constant. As we see from Fig. la, there
is a critical temperature Τ0 below which z = 1. In the low temperature phase a
macroscopic number Ν0 of particles condense in the ground state (see Fig. 1b).
For the case of particles in a box Νo/N behaves as 1 — (Τ/Τ0 )3/ 2

This phase transition has been termed Bose-Einstein condensation and has
created a lot of discussion and interest [16, 17]. It has rather unusual properties: it
occurs in a system of noninteracting particles and is thus a direct consequence of
quantum statistics; there is no spatial phase separation, no latent heat, and even
no discontinuity in the specific heat. For potentials other than the box potential
there are problems with defining the thermodynamic limit since the size of the
system is not so precisely defined [14].

There is an heuristic approach to the problem of BEC, which although it is
not as precise, it gives a lot of insight into the physics of the problem. Namely,
for any potential in the "thermodynamic" limit, we may assume that the energy
level spacings are small and substitute sums by integrals in Eq. (3). Introducing
the density of states p(E) we obtain

where 0+ denotes the exclusion of the ground state.
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For instance, for any potential in 3D we have

where V*(E) denotes the accessible region in configuration space. For the case of
a box in 3D we thus have

where V is the volume of the box.. Inserting the above expression to L+ q. (5) and
letting μ→ 0, Τ → Τ0, we find the analytic expression

where

is the thermal de Broglie wavelength, i.e. the de Broglie wavelength of a particle
that has kinetic energy equal to kBT.

Equation (9) has very important physical consequences, since it is qualita-
tively valid for any potential [18]. It states that the BEC occurs when the density
of atoms is such that their thermal de Broglie wavelengths overlap. This is the pa-
rameter region in which one should start looking for condensation. Unfortunately,
present experiments on cold atoms are at best two orders of magnitude away from
the transition region, either in terms of densities or temperatures.

3. Experiments on BEC

Since the discovery of the BEC, experimentalists have been trying to realize
it in the laboratory. The first candidate was liquid helium He4 , wlich undergoes
a superfluid transition at low temperatures [19]. Bogolyubov proposed in 1947
[20] to describe this system as a dilute, weakly interacting Bose gas. Bogolyubov's
theory did predict some features of the superfluid transition quite well, but soon
it was realized that its agreement with experimental data was rather accidental.
Liquid helium He4 is in fact characterized by very strong interactions between the
atoms, and the phase transition is characterized by the, so called, off-diagonal long
range order (ODLRO) [21] and cannot be really identified with BEC (see [19]).

The BEC came to fashion again in 1980, when Hulin et al. [22] discovered
that excitons in Cu2O obey Bose-Einstein statistics of a (practically) ideal gas.
There are two kinds of such excitons, ortho-excions with spin 1, and para-excions
with spin 0. Both kinds are characterized by high mobility and relatively long life
times. Since 1980 many experiments have been done, but only recently, has the
BEC of para-excitons in stressed Cu2O apparently been observed [23].

Another candidate for BEC is a gas of spin polarized hydrogen atoms, studied
by the groups at MIT, Harvard and in Amsterdam [3, 4, 24]. In this case one can
try a straightforward method — put the gas into a box with the piston, cool it
and compress it in order to achieve the required density. Unfortunately, hydrogen
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atoms have a tendency to stick to walls and form solid hydrogen clusters. These
problems might be overcome by using non-stick walls. Despite valiant attempts,
however, the BEC of spin polarized hydrogen has not yet been observed.

Finally, several groups [2, 13, 25] are attempting to realize the BEC in a
system of cooled alkali atoms using combinations of recently developed methods.
Atoms are trapped optically and cooled using the Doppler cooling to about 250 μΚ.
Atomic molasses are then formed and cooled further with the help of the polar-
ization gradient cooling and the Sisyphus effect. This technique allows in principle
velocities of the order of υ sr 3hkL/Μ to be achieved, where kL is the photon
wave number. This corresponds roughly to the energy of photon recoil and a tem-
perature of the order of few μΚ. All of these methods are thoroughly discussed
in Ref. [1]. Also, magneto-optical traps (MOT's), such as the ones at JILA [13],
combined with the method of evaporative cooling are being used. We discuss these
techniques in detail below.

4. Cooled atoms in traps

Magnetic traps are based on a very simple principle. Energy levels of alkali
atoms in magnetic field undergo Zeeman splitting. The potential energy in the
magnetic fleld B is just -μ B, where μ is the total magnetic moment. A typical
behavior of energy levels is represented in Fig. 2. There are "weak field seekers",
that can be confined to local minima of B, and "strong field seekers", which
actually cannot be trapped in static fields.

In the experiments, the magnetic field is appropriately designed to form
an effective potential, which can be well approximated by a harmonic potential
close to its minimum. The potential forms, however, a finite barrier. Both the
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height of the barrier, as well as the curvature of the potential at the minimum,
which determines the frequency of atomic motion in the trap, can be controlled.
The experimental set up used in JILA is shown schematically in Fig. 3. Note the
anti-Helmholtz coils that counteract the gravitational force.

The fact that the potential has a fInite barrier is used for the evaporative
cooling, first developed by Kleppner's group at MIT. Suppose we have some atoms
in the trap at the temperature Τ. When one lowers the barrier to the height of
few kBT, the hottest atoms leave the trap, and cooling occurs. Although one loses
part of the atomic population, the system is cooled very effectively to a few μΚ or
even less. Experimentalists hope that the use of MOT's and evaporative cooling
will allow for realization of the BEC of cooled alkali atoms.

5. Quantum optics of a Bose-Einstein condensate

We now turn to the main topic of this review, i.e. the quantum optics of a
BEC. We shall not discuss any more, how to achieve and realize the condensation.
We shall assume that it is possible and try to answer the question of how to probe
and diagnose the system in the condensed state. Obviously, this task should be
achievable using optical methods, such as light scattering off the system. In order
to describe such processes, however, we have to develop an appropriate theory
that takes into account the quantum statistical properties of atoms as bosons. A
natural framework for such a theory is provided by second quantization and other
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standard methods of many body physics [19]. From that point of view, such a
theory has a more general scope - it describes not only quantum optics of BEC,
but is, generally speaking, a quantum field theory of cooled aoms interacting with
light.

After introducing the second quantized theory, we will discu ss two examples
of its applications: weak field scattering off the BEC, and scattering of short intense
pulses off the system of cooled atoms.

6. Regimes of parameters

Before we start the discussion of the quantum fleld theory of the atoms,
it is useful to specify regimes of parameters that are accessible experimentally,
in particular for the magneto-optical trap developed at JILA [2, 13], discussed
above. The potential for the atomic center-of-mass motion for a single atom in
its ground electronic state can be well described by a harmonic oscillator poten-
tial of frequency ω t ≈ (2π)10 Hz. Although the potential forms a finite barrier
only, several thousand energy levels exist within the trap. By exploiting the evap-
orative cooling technique, the trap can store about 108 cesium atoms, which will
interact with resonant light of frequency ti (2π)4.0 x 10 14 Hz. A typical photon
recoil energy will then be (2π)2 kHz, whereas the natural linewidth (HWHM)
γ (2π)2.5 MHz. The size of the ground state wave function for the conden-
sate is expected to be α ≥ 10-5 m, in comparison with the resonant wavelength,
λ ≈ 800 nm. We note that α for the ground state of the condensate is several
times bigger than 1/√2Mω t with M being the mass of Cs. The α we use takes
into account the (expected) repulsive ground state interactions, which are believed
to increase the size of the condensate [26]. Such a change in potential is equivalent
to replacing ωt by an effective trap frequency ωeff• Both ωeff and αn = 1/V2Μωeff,
can to some extent be controlled in the experiment. In general, atoms in excited
electronic states move in different potentials from that characterizing the ground
state. In this paper, we consider the case of no potential in the excited state, and
comment on other cases.

7. Second quantized theory

The quantum field theory of atoms interacting with light can be constructed
using standard tools of many body physics. We start from first quantized theory,
and then introduce appropriate sets of atomic creation and annihilation operation
etc. The details of the construction are described in Ref. [27].

The Hamiltonian governing the evolution of atoms in the trap takes the
following second quantized form in the rotating wave approximation (RWA) and
in atomic units:
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where gn , gtn denote atomic annihilation and creation operation for the n-th state
of the ground state potential. For a rotationally invariant potential, n is actually
a triple index (nx , ny , nz ). The corresponding energy is Ε0 = ω t (nx + ny + n z ).

em , em denote atomic annihilation and creation operators in the excited state
potential. In the case of no potential they annihilate and create plane waves of
momentum m. The corresponding energies are Em. + ω0 = m 2 /2Μ + ω0 , i.e.,
are shifted by the electronic transition frequency. We consider here the case of
a transition from an s-state to a p-state and therefore the e m 's and em's have
a corresponding s-p vector character. This is not the case for the transition in
a typical alkali atom, but the character of the transition is not essential for our
conclusions. akμ and akμ denote annihilation and creation operators for photons of
momentum k and linear polarization εkμ (μ = 1, 2). All operators fulfill standard
bosonic commutation relations. The coupling ρp(k) is a slowly varying function of
k related to the natural linewidth = (8π 2 k20 /3c)|ρ(k0 )| 2 , with ko = ω 0 /c. The
matrix elements nnm (k) describe the transition from the n-th state of the ground
state potential to the m-th state of the excited state potential,

These matrix elements are analogous to the Franck-Condon factors.
The last part of the Hamiltonian, which has to be included when the dipole

approximation is used [28] is usually neglected, since it describes the contact in-
teraction between atoms in the excited and ground states. In the case of atoms
moving or even condensing inside a trap, such a procedure cannot be justified,
since the atomic wave functions may well overlap. Only if the contact term is
taken into account, does the total Hamiltonian include fully the strong resonant
atomic interactions due to electronic dipole-dipole forces and exchange of trans-
verse photons* [29].

In the first quantization picture the contact term has the form

where xi's and Ri's are electronic and atomic position operation respectively. In
the second quantized form the contact term can be conveniently written in the
coordinate representation, when we introduce atomic fields

and their Hermitian conjugates. In terms of these fields the contact term is

where d is the absolute value of the dipole transition moment.

The elimination of the electromagnetic fleld from the theory described by Eq. (10) leads to
an effective field theory of interacting atoms, called in Ref. [6] nonlinear atom optics.
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Beyond the dipole approximation, there are other interaction terms that
should be added to the Hamiltonian (10) that describe short range collisions of
atoms (in ground-ground and excited-excited electronic states). We shall neglect
them in the discussion below, although we are fully aware how important they
could be, especially since the condensation can only be achieved for a positive
scattering length. Perhaps the most challenging task of this new theory is to study
the role of inter-atomic interactions in the formation of the condensate and in
optics of the system.

8. Weak light scattering at T = 0

The first application of the above theory concerns the scattering of weak,
monochromatic laser light off a condensate at zero temperature (see Fig. 4). In
such a case all atoms are condensed in the ground state of the center-of-mass
motion, and we may expect that the interaction with the laser will only slightly
perturb this state.

Therefore, for this weak light scattering study at T = 0, we assume a lin-
earization of atomic amplitudes around the ground state, and substitute the gn 's
by their appropriate initial mean values [7, 9]:

This linearization has been used by several authors, and has led to several
interesting predictions. Politzer ([7], see also [8]) considered the limit of an infi-
nite trap, i.e. in the absence of any trapping potential. The model then becomes
invariant with respect to space translations and momentum must be conserved.
In such a case, atomic and photonic degrees of freedom mix, giving rise to a band
gap in the excitation spectrum. This is an optical analogue of polariton formation
or the Anderson-Higgs phenomenon [19]. The two branches of the dispersion re-
lation, that occur in some regions of momentum are identified as "photonic" and
"atomic", and are shown in Fig. 5. Because of the baud gap in the spectrum the
resonant light will be strongly reflected back from the sharp boundary of the con-
densate. Unfortunately, this interesting conclusion does not have much relevance
for the traps currently being investigated. As we have noted, they have a finite
size (a few microns) and no sharp boundaries. As we shall see below, the light from
realistic traps is scattered primarily in the forward direction and only deflected
from the forward direction by a small angle of the order of 1/(kLa)2.
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Javanainen [9] has tried to describe a realistic trap, but made another sim-
plification, namely describing the atomic field as just one harmonic oscillator,
corresponding to a collective excitation. In this way he neglected the differcnce
in propagation of different spatial modes tlrough the medium. As a result, in
the steady state, a small number of atoms remain in the excited state, and the
number of scattered photons has a resonant Lorentzian shape as a function of the
frequency of the incident light. The width of this Lorentzian is γeff = 3Nγ/2(kLa)2 ,
i.e. it is roughly a cooperative spontaneous emission width decreased by the factor
1/(kLa) 2 , which accounts for the fact that cooperative emission only takes place
into a limited cone in the forward direction due to approximate momentum con-
servation. As we shall see below, Javanainen's theory, in addition to its appealing
simplicity, predicts accurately the overall scale of the spectrum, and in fact should
work well in the limit of optically thin condensates (i.e. when α → 0).

We have tried to solve this problem [11] without any other approximation
apart from the linearization (16). Upon eliminating the atomic excited state op-
erators, a scattering equation for the field amplitude can be derived. It takes the
form

The kernel K(t - t'; k, μ, k' , μ') can be evaluated analytically in the case of no po-
tential or a harmonic potential in the excited state (for details see Refs. [11, 27]).
Here we stress only that the kernel in Eq. (17) has a simple physical meaning. It
describes the amplitude of the process of absorption of a photon with momentum
k' at time t', accompanied by the formation of a wave packet in the excited state
potential. This wave packet then undergoes evolution in the excited state manifold
until it recombines to the ground state at time t, emitting a photon of the momen-
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tunn k. The evolution includes the free part and the effect of the contact potential.
Note, the free evolution of the wave packet in the time interval τ = t - t' consists
primarily in quantum diffusion plus drift due to the momentum of the absorbed
photon*. When the wave packet drifts away from the center of the trap and diffuses
sufficiently strongly, the recombination accompanied by emission becomes impos-
sible. The kernel K(t —t'; k, μ, k', μ') thus decays on a characteristic time scale 1/Γ.
It is easy to check that Γ must be of the order of kαωeff = ✓ωeffk2 /2Μ, i.e. the
reciprocal of the time to drift a distance α.

One might try to solve Eq. (17) using the Born approximation, i.e. treating
perturbatively the self-energy term on the right hand side. Such an attempt fails,
due to the optical thickness of the condensate. Self-energy terms are extremely
important close to resonance and one has to fully account for them. We have solved
Eq. (17) numerically in the on-shell approximation to the scattering matrix [30].
We discretize the solid angle and solved the resulting finite set of linear equations.
However, we can also constuct an approximate analytic solution of Eq. (17) in
terms of partial waves, provided we neglect the dependence of the kernel Κ on
the polarizations εkμ . This is a good approximation, since the scattering occurs
mainly in the forward direction and the scattered photons have polarizations that
are approximately perpendicular to kL, and do not couple to one another.

The quantity of interest is the normalized scattering cross-section, i.e. the
total number of scattered photons of the frequency ωL, per time and normalized to
the total number of photons incident omto the area πa2 (normalized cross-section).
We denoted it by σ. It is plotted in Fig. 6 for the case of N = 107 atoms. The
overall scale of the spectrum is the same as predicted by Javanainen, and for the
parameters used is of the order of 10 GHz. The spectum, however, is evidently
non-Lorentzian and exhibits a very narrow stucture at the resonance of tle width
of the order of Γ .r 800 Hz.

The narrowing of the spectrum is somewhat reminiscent to Dicke's coherent
narrowing [31]. The spectrum is in fact a sum of Lorentzians corresponding to
different partial waves. The waves characterized by low angular momenta 1 con-
tribute with a more or less constant width γeff to the cross-section. The waves
with high 1 require more and more time to become scattered and contribute with
the decreasing widths.

Summarizing, the line shape from the BEC has thus two appealing proper-
ties. First, it exhibits a very broad resonance of the width γeff. In order to detect
even a partial condensation it will be sufficient to shine strongly detuned liglt onto
the system of cooled atoms. Those of them which are not in the condensate phase,
will be essentially transparent to such a light and will not contribute any undesired
background. Condensed atoms will, however, still produce quite a strong signal.

Second, the narrow feature (800Hz) in the spectrum at ωL ti ω0 suggests ob-
vious applications of this system to precision spectroscopy. This is a rare example
of a situation where such narrow resonances are present in tle line shape, and yet
the response of the system at these resonances is strong, and contrasting strongly

*That is evidently true in the case of no potential in the excited state, but is also true in the
case of harmonic potential if τ « 1/ωt. In the latter case, the wave packet does not have tiine
to reverse its motion and give rise to back scattering.
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with the response far from them. One should stress, however, that our theory ne-
glects several broadening mechanisms (such as for example spontaneous emission
to non-condensate states) which may affect the width of the narrow feature.

9. Scattering of short laser pulses

The second application of the theory formulated in Sec. 7 concerns scattering
of short laser pulses off the system of cooled atoms [10]. If such a pulse is strong
enough and short enough, we may neglect both spontaneous emission effects and
dipole-dipole interaction, and substitute the electric fleld operator entering the in-
teraction Hamiltonian in Eq. (10) by a c-number. The pulses should have duration
300-10 ps or shorter, i.e. width γL 3 x 109-10 11 Hz. The first estimate shows
that indeed γL »γ,i.e. the spontaneous emission may be legitimately neglected
during the time of interaction of the pulse with the atoms. Note, however, that this
estimate might be misleading actually, since the atoms will respond collectively
and we should compare AL to the effective spontaneous emission rate γeff . Fortu-
nately, as discussed in previous section, the latter is of the order of few GHz, so
that the condition γL ≥ γeff still holds. We will nevertheless check our assumption
self-consistently in the following, by assuring that the total number of emitted
photons Ntot is much smaller than N (in this way the probability of spontaneous
emission of a given atom is small).

Under these assumptions, we substitute the electric field operator multiplied
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by the absolute value of the electronic transition dipole moment by

where Ω is the peak Rabi frequency of the laser pulse. The function ρ(k, μ) de-
scribes the (k, μ)-dependent envelope of the pulse. We assume that the pulse has
the form of a plane wave packet moving in the kL direction with central frequency
ωL and linear polarization εL, so that

 Here, .F(γLt) is the temporal envelope of the pulse chosen to be real and assumed
to have a bell-shape with a maximum at t = 0 equal to 1.

The theory simplifles even further when we observe that the ground state
annihilation operation couple in the Hamiltonian (10) to the linear combinations
of excited state operation

For the parameters considered, the momentum spread in the pulse is much smaller
than the characteristic scale of momentum change in the Franck-Condon faction
nnm(k)• We may thus substitute Σm nnm (k)e m by Σm nnm(k)em and in-
troduce wave-packet operation

and their Hermitian conjugates fn, respectively.
The Heisenberg equations of motion are now linear and at resonance and in

the rotating frame take a very simple form

with other components of fn which are left intact. These equations may be easily
solved analytically for any pulse envelope with the initial condition for the ground
state populations corresponding to the Bose-Einstein distribution.

The physical picture of the process is the following: each of the n-th levels of
the ground state oscillator (when populated) create an independent wave-packet
fn . The population then oscillates coherently between the ground state and n-th
wave packet. The system behaves as a set of independent two-level atoms co-
herently driven by the laser pulse. If the area of the pulse is a multiple of 2π the
system will be left in the same state after the pulse is over as it was before it came.
Obviously, as n grows the approximations that we have made become worse, but
they should hold very well for the lowest 10 4 states of the ground state potential
that are available.

Of course, in reality the atoms will scatter photons since γ is nonzero. The
resonance fluorescence (RF) from a single atom driven by a short pulse has been
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studied by Rzążewski and Florjańczyk [32]. They have shown that the RF spec-
tum consists of 2Κ —1 peaks, provided the pulse area is 2πK. Physically multiple
splitting results from temporal interference effects, as photons emitted during the
interaction with the pulse interfere one with another. These results were then
generalized to include non-zero detun ings, dissipation and various pulse shapes
(hyperbolic secant, exponential pulses, chirped pulses etc.) [33]. The total number
of photons emitted in such a process is typically of the order of γ/γL.

In the present case, the quantities of interest are: the photon spectum de-
fined as the total number of scattered photons of momentum k and polarization μ:

and the total number of scattered photons N o = Σ μ f d3kC(k, μ). The spectum
C(k, μ) consists of coherent and incoherent parts. In the low temperature limit the
coherent part gives the dominant (α N 2 ) contribution to the fluorescence.

For Τ > Τ0 the coherent part of the spectrum becomes

where S coh((ck —ωL)/γL)denotes the single atom coherent spectrum [32, 33]. For
Τ 10 μΚ, βω t ≈5 x 10-5and the scattering will occur practically in the forward
direction and will cover only a solid angle with half-angle < 1.0 x 10 -4 . The total
number of photons remains very small in this regime. Physically, the reason is that
in the high temperature limit the atoms behave as independent random scatterers.
The radiation from different atoms interferes destuctively in all directions, except
in the vicinity of the forward direction where the constuctive phase matching
takes place. The picture remains essentially the same as Τ approaches Τ0.

The situation dramatically changes when Τ < Τ0 . The spectum will contain
a new term arising from the condensate. Assuming that on the average N 0 atoms
form a coherent wave packet of width α occupying the lowest energy state with
n = (0, 0, 0), we obtain for the coherent part

As we would expect, the coherent scattering now covers a much larger solid angle
with half-angle 1.0 x 10 -2 . At a distance of 1 m from the trap the scattered
photons will be about 1 cm from the optical axis. The total number of such photons
grows also dramatically as N0 grows and Τ decreases, but remains smaller than
N in the considered regime of parameters.

The above results are illustrated in Figs. 7 and 8. In Fig. 7 we show the
dependence of Νo on N0 for 100 ps and 10 ps pulses. Both plots were calcu-
lated for a hyperbolic secant pulse of area 2π and N = 108. Since N0 is a unique
function of temperature, one can view the plots as representing temperature de-
pendence. The transition point is clearly visible. For 100 ps pulse (and even more
so for 10 ps pulse), our theory is valid down to Τ = 0, since 

N

tot/

N

 remains
smaller than unity. In Figs. 9 and 10 we show a 3D plot of the scattering am-
plitude F(ω, θ)/N as a function of frequency and scattering angle. The spectum
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is equal to the square of F(ω, θ), multiplied by the single atom spectrum, i.e.
C^oh(ω, θ) = F(ω , 0)|2Scoh(ω). The plot in Fig. 9, corresponds to N0 = 10 -5N,
i.e. a temperature close to the critical point, whereas in Fig. 10 for N0 = 0.5N we
have Τ < Τ0. Clearly, the angular distribution changes dramatically and exhibits
a broad component that indicates scattering from the condensate.

To summarize this section, we have demonstrated that by scattering from
short laser pulses of area 2πK we may detect the onset of the Bose-Einstein
condensation. In the regime of validity of our theory, 2πΚ pulses leave the sys-
tem of trapped atoms to a large extent unperturbed. This is particularly true for
Τ ≥ T0 . As Τ becomes smaller than Τ0 , the angular distribution of scattered pho-
tons, as well as their number, change dramatically. Scattering of short laser pulses
on systems of trapped atoms thus provides an alternative way of detecting the
actual state of the system, i.e. its temperature, degree of condensation etc.
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10. Conclusions

We have presented some recent developments of a new area of quantum
optics and atomic physics: quantum field theory of aoms interacting with light.
The methods of many body physics have to be introduced and used in this area.
Let us, however, also express the hope that, in the future, the applications of tools
of quantum optics (such as, for instance, those associated with quantum nose,
quantum stochastic processes and master equations [34]) will contribute to the
development of many body physics!
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cussions and comments. M.L. thanks JILA for hospitality and the financial sup-
port of his visiting fellowship. L.Y. and J.C. are supported in part by NSF grant
ΡHY90-12244 through the University of Colorado.
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