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The paper presents configuration interaction (CI) całculations of both the
łength and velocity forms of the oscillator strengths for 1s2s 1 Se →s2p
I Po transition in the He atom. For the first time the agreement between the
length and vełocity values to within about 0.045% has been achieved.

PACS numbers: 31.10.+z

1. Introduction
Helium is an abundant element in the universe and has been of growing in-

terest for both experimentalists as well as theorists. Knowledge of accurate optical
oscillator strengths is needed in laser physics, plasma physics, astrophysics, atmo-
spheric physics, and fusion research. It is also required in testing the accuracy wave
functions involved in the transition matrix elements. The agreement between the
length (fL) and velocity (fV) forms of the oscillator strengths reflects the accu-
racy of the wave functions. Exact wave functions are exact solutions of the exact
Schrödinger wave equation. In practice, it is not possible to solve Schrodinger wave
equation except for the hydrogen atom. Alternative to solving the Schrödinger
equation, the cOnfiguration interaction method is widely used in atoms, molecules,
ions, clusters and solids.

Tiwary and his coworkers [1-13] have extensively investigated both the
length and velocity forms of both the relativistic and non relativistic optical os-
cillator strengths in several atoms and ions using Hartree—Fock (HF) and config-
uration interaction (CI) wave functions. Most recently, Tiwary [11-13] has shown
that the choice of configurations and orbitals employed in configurations plays an
extremely important role in order to have a very compact CI calculation which
yields an excellent agreement between fL and fV. Recently, Berrington et al.[14]
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have calculated the length and velocity forms of the oscillator strengths for He.
Considerable disagreement between the length and velocity values exists. Weise et
al.[15] have reported the experimental value of the oscillator strength for the He
atom.

The primary purpose of this paper is to extend our earlier calculations based
on the Tiwary approach, which is very convenient, economic, compact and promis-
ing, to evaluate the length and velocity values of the optical oscillator strengths
for the 1s2s 1 S →1s2p 1Potransition in the He atom.

2. Method

We have carried out our calculations using the computer CIV3 of Hibbert
[16] in the same way as in our earlier work [1-13]. The CI wave function is written
as

Each of the M single-configuration function Φi is constucted from one-electron
functions, whose orbital and spin momenta are coupled to form the common to-
tal angular momentum quantum number L and S according to the prescription
denoted in (1) by αi.

We express the radial parts of the one-electron functions in analytical form
as a sum of Slater-type orbitals, following Clementi and Roetti[17]:

The parameters in (2) can be varied to optimize the energy of any state, subject
to orthonormality condition

Once wave functions of the form (1) have been determined in this way, they can be
used to obtain the optical oscillator strengths, fL and fV, for the transition between
the initial and final states Ψi and Ψf with energies Ei and Ef respectively:

whereas ∆E = Ef - Ei and gi = (2Li + 1)(2Si + 1) is the statistical weight of
the lower state Ψi. For the exact wave functions, (4) and (5) give identical results.



For approximate wave functions the two equations may yield different results. The
reliability of either depends on the closeness of fL and fV. The orbital parameters
are given in Table I, and the configurations, eigenvalues and eigenvectors are shown
in Table II.
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3. Results and discussion

Table III displays our present calculated configuration interaction oscillator
strengths, of both IL and fv, of the 1s2s 1Se  → 1s2p1Potransition in the He atom
with other available theoretical results of Berrington et al.[14] and experimental
value reported by Weise et al.[15].

Several features of importance emerge from Table III. First, there is an ex-
cellent agreement (within 0.045%) between our present compact CI length and
velocity forms of the oscillator strengths which reflects the quality of the wave
functions employed in the transition matrix elements and indicates the validity
of the Tiwary approach. Second, Berrington et al. have achieved the agreement
between the length and velocity values to within about 5.926% which is consid-
erably larger than our prediction. Our present values of the oscillator strengths
are close to the length form of the oscillator strengths of Berrington et al. which
indicates that the length value is more reliable than the velocity value of the oscil-
lator strengths. Third, the experimental value of the oscillator strength reported
by Weise et al. differs from the theoretical values. However, the disagreement be-
tween the experimental observation and theoretical predictions is not too large.
Finally, our experience of extensive theoretical investigations of both the relativis-
tic as well as non relativistic optical oscillator strengths shows that a huge number
of configurations and orbitals in the configurations are needed in order to obtain
an excellent agreement between the length and velocity forms of the oscillator
strengths. This makes the CI calculation very cumbersome as well as very expen-
sive from the computational point of view. Using the suitable choice of the basis
orbitals which leads to a very compact CI calculation and also yields an excellent
agreement, we have for the first time obtained the agreement between fL and fV
to within about 0.045%.

4. Conclusion

Our present results demonstrate that the Tiwary approach is capable of pro-
ducing an excellent agreement between the length and velocity forms of the optical
oscillator strengths. The present CI wave function may be of use for calculations
of scattering cross sections for the excitation process in the helium atomic system.
We hope that this work will stimulate further experimental as well as theoretical
investigations.
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