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Surface-Coated CdS Nanocrystals

J.R.L. Fernandeza, M. de Souza-Pariseb and P.C. Moraisb,c

aUniversidade Estadual de Santa Cruz, Campus Soane Nazaré de Andrade, Ilhéus BA 45662-900, Brazil
bUniversidade de Brasília, Instituto de Física, Núcleo de Física Aplicada, Brasília DF 70910-900, Brazil

cHuazhong University of Science and Technology, School of Automation, Wuhan 430074, China

(Received January 2, 2013; in �nal form April 20, 2013)

CdS nanocrystals were prepared using a standard colloidal route (co-precipitation chemical reaction) whereas
modulation of the optical and structural properties was realized via surface coating the nanocrystals with ethylene
glycol molecules using an in situ procedure. The as-produced nanocrystals were characterized by X-ray di�raction,
Raman spectroscopy, UV-absorption measurements and photoluminescence. The nanocrystal quality was revealed
by the spectroscopic data, though the �nal product presents a mixture of both zinc blende (cubic) and wurtzite
(hexagonal) phases. The X-ray data indicated that the concentration of the ethylene glycol used during the
synthesis process modulates the nanocrystal size and the crystal phase of the end material.

DOI: 10.12693/APhysPolA.124.108

PACS: 78.30.Fs, 78.40.Fy, 78.55.Et, 78.67.Bf, 78.70.Ck

1. Introduction

The recent years have been witness to a huge devel-
opment in the synthesis and in the investigation of the
physical properties of nanocrystals, mostly driven by the
possibilities of medical and industrial applications [1�3].
Due to this, the understanding of the mechanisms which
control the phase stability are key issues. The phase sta-
bility for instance depends on the temperature, pressure,
nanocrystal size, and surfactant [4�6]. Studies regarding
the growth of CdS nanocrystals using di�erent methods
have been carried out, emphasizing the e�ect of the an-
nealing temperature on the phase transformation from
the zinc blende to the wurtzite structure [7, 8]. In ad-
dition, there are studies reporting the in�uence of the
surfactants on the phase stability [9]. Moreover, the lit-
erature reports that the parameters which in�uence the
phase stability also in�uence the shape of the nanocrys-
tal, giving rise to materials with modi�ed optical and
electrical properties [10�12]. In this study, we report on
the structural and optical properties of CdS nanocrys-
tals grown in the absence (uncapped) and in the pres-
ence (capped) of ethylene glycol at di�erent concentra-
tions. Ethylene glycol was selected due to be a surface-
-stabilizing agent. Also, in the literature it was reported
that it is used for nanoparticle suspension (nano�uid)
and as solvent in the hydrothermal synthesis due to its
ability to reduce metal salts to lower oxidation states and
its high boiling point [13, 14].

2. Sample preparation and experimental

techniques

Analytic grade cadmium nitrate and ammonium sul-
�de reagents were used as received without further pu-
ri�cation. For the surface-uncapped CdS nanocrystal
(REF1, REF2) synthesis 1.0 M aqueous solutions of
(NH4)2S and Cd(NO3)2 were prepared separately. Co-
-precipitation chemical reactions were carried out mix-
ing equal volumes of the as-prepared aqueous solutions.

Surface-uncapped CdS nanocrystal was precipitated at
room temperature and under mechanical stirring. Af-
ter precipitation the samples were centrifuged, washed
with deionized water, and dried in vacuum at 10−3 mbar.
For the surface-capped samples, the co-precipitation pro-
cess was modi�ed by adding di�erent amount of ethy-
lene glycol to the (NH4)2S aqueous solutions (10%, 20%
and 50%) (see Table I).

TABLE I

Growth conditions of the samples.

Sample T [K] Comments

REF1 300 0.5 M of Cd(NO3)

REF2 300 1.0 M of Cd(NO3)

ETG1 300 ethylene glycol (10%)

ETG2 380 ethylene glycol (10%)

ETG3 300 ethylene glycol (20%)

ETG4 300 ethylene glycol (50%)

X-ray di�ractograms (XRD) of the samples were
recorded using a Shimadzu (XRD-6000) system equipped
with a Cu Kα radiation source. Optical absorption
measurements were performed using a Varian spec-
trophotometer (Carry 500 Scan-UV-VIS-NIR). Room-
-temperature micro-Raman measurements were carried
out using a commercial triple spectrometer (Jobin�Yvon
model T64000) equipped with a CCD detector. The Ra-
man system was calibrated using the silicon Raman peak
centered at 521 cm−1. Photoluminescence measurements
were performed using the Raman setup equipped with a
GaAs photomultiplier detector. The laser line (488 nm)
from an argon ion laser was used to optically excite the
samples.

3. Results and discussion

Figure 1 shows the XRD of the samples (REF1, REF2,
ETG1, ETG2, ETG3, and ETG4). The XRD spec-
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tra suggest that the samples are crystalline. Samples
obtained with low ethylene-glycol concentration have
hexagonal phase and samples grown with high ethylene-
-glycol concentration have both phases (cubic and hexa-
gonal), with cubic phase tendency. We claim this because
the XRD of the samples (ETG1 and ETG2) are similar
and both show peaks at 24.8◦, 26.4◦, 28.2◦, 36.5◦, 43.8◦,
47.8◦, and 51.8◦, corresponding to X-ray re�ections from
(100), (002), (101), (102), (110), (103) and (112) planes
associated to CdS wurtzite phase (hexagonal). The sam-
ples (ETG3 and ETG4) show, instead, X-ray re�ection
peaks at 26.4◦, 43.8◦, and 51.8◦, which related to the re-
�ection (111), (220) and (311) planes from the CdS zinc
blende phase (cubic). The samples (ETG3 and ETG4)
also revealed weak X-ray di�raction peaks corresponding
to the re�ections from (100) and (101) planes, typical of
the hexagonal phase (like to the uncapped samples REF1
and REF2).

Fig. 1. X-ray di�raction spectra of the samples.

In order to check more accurately the presence of two
CdS phases (hexagonal and cubic) the XRD of the sam-
ples were �tted. Lorentzian functions were successfully
used to �t the samples, indicating the occurrence of the
hexagonal phase in all of them. From the values of
FWHM of the XRD peaks, the particle size was cal-
culated as 8.9 nm (REF1), 7.0 nm (REF2), 13.7 nm
(ETG1), 12.6 nm (ETG2), 8.2 nm (ETG3), and 9.6 nm
(ETG4). The crystallite size was calculated using the
Debye�Scherrer formula for the (002) re�ection plane of
XRD spectra. Samples grown with lower ethylene glycol
concentration (ETG1 and ETG2) have hexagonal phase
and bigger nanoparticle size when compared to the other
samples.
Our �ndings are in very good agreement with the re-

port by Singh et al. [15] which obtained critical surfac-
tant concentration of 10 mM cetyl trimethyl ammonium
bromide. Above this value the authors reported a phase
transformation (from hexagonal phase to cubic phase)
and the decrease of the particle sizes. In our case we
claim that as the ethylene glycol concentration increases

the growth velocity is reduced. This reduction could be
due to high surfactant concentration at the nanoparti-
cle surface [15]. Also, higher surfactant concentration
around the nanoparticle should delimit the Cd2+ quan-
tity that arrives to the nanoparticle surface.
CdS grown with hexagonal phase has six Raman active

modes denoted as E2 at 43 cm−1, A1 (TO) at 234 cm−1,
E1 (TO) at 243 cm−1, E2 at 256 cm−1, A1 (LO) at
305 cm−1, and E1 (LO) at 307 cm−1 [16]. CdS grown in
cubic phase has the active modes E1 (TO) at 243 cm−1

and A1 (LO) at 305 cm−1.

Fig. 2. Raman spectra of the REF2, ETG1, ETG2,
ETG3, and ETG4 samples. The spectra were recorded
with laser power of 1 mW.

Figure 2 shows the Raman spectra of the samples
(REF2, ETG1, ETG2, ETG3, and ETG4). The sam-
ples have a Raman peak (LO) around 304 cm. The LO
Raman peak of all samples have FWHM in the range
of 10 to 12 cm−1, indicating a good crystalline quality,
as quoted in the literature [16�18]. Our Raman mea-
surements did not obtain any relation between particle
size [19], surface [20] or strain [21]. There was observed
only a dislocation of the Raman peak when the samples
were measured as a function of laser power.
Figure 3 shows the Raman spectrum (normalized) of

the uncapped samples as a function of the laser power.
From the �gure there is observed a dislocation of the
Raman peak from 304 cm−1 (0.1 mW) to 300 cm−1

(16 mW). Also the linewidth increased from 10 cm−1 to
22 cm−1. Further the Raman peak intensity is a function
of the laser power and begins to decrease when the laser
power of 10 mW is exceeded. This behavior is typical
of phase transformation. Sample oxidation could be the
origin of the peak dislocation and linewidth (Table II).
Figure 4 shows the optical absorption and photolumi-

nescence spectrum (PL) of the ETG4 sample, at T =
300 K. The peak-like shape of the absorption spectrum
indicates that the sample has high oscillator strength
value, meaning the presence of localized states. Exciton
peaks plus the continuum responds for the absorption
spectrum of the size polydispersed sample. Due to the
complexity introduced by the size dispersity, the absorp-
tion curve was �tted with a convolution of Gaussian func-
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Fig. 3. Behavior of the Raman LO peak (uncapped)
as a function of laser power.

TABLE II

LO peak position and linewidth as a
function of the laser power.

Laser power LO Linewidth
[mW] [cm−1] [cm−1]

1 303.6 9.7

3 303.6 9.7

10 303.9 10.8

32 302.8 14.7

100 300.9 19.0

160 299.9 21.7

tions. The peak positions obtained from this �tting and
associated to the three components are shown in Fig. 4.
We claim that the absorption peaks at 2.377 and 2.488 eV
are related to the cubic and hexagonal phase of CdS, re-
spectively. These values are blue-shifted when compared
with the 300 K values of 2.352 (cubic) and 2.452 eV
(hexagonal). Calculation of the exciton absorption en-
ergy was performed assuming that the exciton binding
energy is 28 meV for both phases [22, 23] and assuming
the band edge values of 2.38 eV and 2.48 eV for the cubic
[24] and hexagonal [22, 25] phases, respectively.
To calculate the diameter of the nanocrystal based on

the absorption spectrum the empirical formula [26] is
used:

D[nm] = −Aλ3 +Bλ2 − Cλ+ 13.29,

where D is the nanocrystal diameter (in nm), λ is the
�rst absorption peak (in nm), A = 6.6521 × 10−8, B =
1.9557× 10−4, and C = 9.2352× 10−2. Using the equa-
tion we found 8.87 nm for the nanocrystal size associated
to the CdS cubic phase. This value is in very good agree-
ment with the value that we have obtained from the XRD
data.

4. Conclusion

The present study revealed that optical and struc-
tural properties of nanosized CdS can be modulated

Fig. 4. Optical absorption and PL spectrum of the
ETG4 sample. Also there are shown the peak positions
obtained from the curve �t.

by coating the nanocrystal surface using ethylene gly-
col molecules. Standard co-precipitation chemical reac-
tion in aqueous media containing the starting reagents
(Cd2+ and S2−) plus a controlled concentration of the
surface coating molecule (ethylene glycol) was success-
fully used to produce di�erent CdS nanocrystal samples.
Spectroscopic characterization of the as-produced sam-
ples con�rm the e�ect of the ethylene glycol molecules
added to the reaction media during the production of
the CdS nanocrystals. From the analysis of the spectro-
scopic data we hypothesized that the main role played
by the ethylene glycol molecules is reducing CdS sur-
face traps. Finally, the optical measurements revealed
that high quality CdS nanocrystals were produced by this
chemical route, though a mixture of wurtzite (hexagonal
phase) and zinc blende (cubic phase) were found in the
end material.
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